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GREAT WAR BATTLES IN THE CARPATHIANS
During the First World War (1914-1918), the Carpathians became a
battleground. For the first time, during the autumn of 1914, the Russian
army was able to cross the mountain ridges and invade Zakarpattia. In
the spring of 1915, the Russian army was operating out of the Bukovina
and Galicia regions. But, then in the autumn of 1916, as a result of
the “Brusilov Breakthrough”, the Austro-Hungarian troops relocated
westward, and arrived to the Ciscarpathian and the Carpathians, where
they were based until the of summer 1917. After an unsuccessful
offensive by the Russian Provisional Government troops in the summer
of 1917, the Russians retreated on the line of the Austro-Hungarian
border and the Russian Empire.

against 8 Russian divisions. After 37 days of warfare, the armies returned
to their original positions, yet more than 120,000 troops had died. The
only achievement for the Austrians was that they temporarily unblocked
Peremyshl, and thus strengthened its garrison of troops to 135,000. The
Russians, however, captured enemy forces from the front of the WarsawIvangorod Operation.

BESKYDY BATTLE
(November 12th-27th, 1914)
During the Beskydy Battle, which was maneuvered and conducted in
winter conditions in mountainous terrain, Russian troops, under the
command of General O. Brusylov, defeated the Austro-Hungarian
Armies, and crossed the Western Carpathians (Beskydy) in the Duklinsky
Gate and invaded Hungary. However, the complete defeat of the armies
of Austria-Hungary could not be imposed, and the Russians were unable
to consolidate forces in the Western Carpathians. The incompleteness
of the Russian operation led to Russian troops resuming their forces and
going on the offensive.

For the purpose of defeating the Russian South-Western Front
(Commander, M. Ivanov), and the return of the Galicia that was lost after
the Galician Carpathian operation in 1915 by forces of the Field-MarshalGeneral A. Makenzen (3rd, 4th, 11th Armies), the counter-offensive against
the Russian 3rd, 4th, 8th and 9th Armies was carried out. Due to the great
advantage in force (five times the artillery and twice the infantry), the
main attack in the Horlitse region, led by A. Makenzen, was able to inflict
a significant defeat on parts of the Russian 3rd Army and implement a
deep break-through (140,000 Russian soldiers were captured). During
the 2nd stage, in which the German-Austrian troops occupied Lviv, and all
of Galicia, the Russian armies were pushed back nearly to the old AustroRussian border. The losses of the Russian armies of the South-Western
Front during the 3rd Galician Battle were 650,000 people. During the
Horlitse Operation, the Russian Army lacked ammunition supplies,
weapons and military accoutrements, and for the first time used the
tactics of destroying infrastructure and property during their retreat.
The victory of the Germans in Galicia created the prerequisite for
Bulgaria's entry into the war on the side of the Central Powers. At the
same time, Romania was forced to abandon the entry into the war, but
in its bargaining with the Entente, increased its requests. In addition, it
was possible to consolidate the strengthening of the Austro-Hungarian
monarchy which was close to the collapse.

On July 19th, 1917, Austro-German troops under the command of A. von
Vinkler went on the counteroffensive along the Lviv-Ternopil railroad (socalled Ternopil breakthrough), and broke through the front of the 11th
Army, which caused the departure of the 7th and 8th Armies. The setback
of the Russian army turned into a panic escape, which was accompanied
by robberies, violence, and murder of local populations.
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The retrograde movement of the troops of the South-Western Front
stopped at the critical line of the Brody – Zbarazh – Zbruch River. As
a result of an unsuccessful offensive, the Russian army left Galicia and
lost its combat capability; its total losses as a result of the operation
amounted to about 150,000.

GALICIAN BATTLE
(August 18 - September 21, 1914)
A strategic operation of the Russian South-Western Front, under the
command of General M. Ivanov, enabled the defeat of the AustroHungarian forces and the capture of Galicia. At the front from the Vistula
River to Romania, Russia’s 3rd, 4th, 5th and 8th Armies (about 700,000
troops) opposed the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Austro-Hungarian Armies (about
830,000 troops). During the beginning of the operation, near Krasnik
and Tomashiv, Russian troops failed and retreated to Liublin. At the same
time, the main forces – the 8th Army (Commander, O. Brusylov), and the
3rd Army (Commander, M. Ruzkyi), carried out the Galicia-Lviv Operation,
and defeated the 3rd Austro-Hungarian Army in the cities Zolochiv and
Peremyshliany (Commander, R. Bruderman), and defeated troops of
the 2nd Austro-Hungarian Army (Commander, E. Bom-Ermoli). Shortly
thereafter, the Russians took the city of Lviv, and surrounding areas,
including the Peremyshl Fortress. The losses of the Austro-Hungarian
troops amounted to half of all armed forces: 336,000 killed and 120,000
captured, and on the Russian side: 227,000 killed. As a result of the
Operation, the Russian Empire occupied Galicia, Bukovyna, and part of
eastern Zakarpattia. The first Galician Battle demonstrated the ability of
the Russian Imperial Army in gaining victories on a strategic scale, but
they were based on the tactical advantage of an enormous dominance
in the army size.
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BRUSYLOV BREAK-THROUGH
(June 4th - September 20th, 1916)
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On June 4th, 1916, the 8th, 11th, 7th and 9th Armies under the command
of O. Brusylov began the most successful Russian military operation
of the First World War, and marked the emergence of a new form of
simultaneous break-throughs on several sections of the front. The
superiority of the Russian armies, with an infantry 2x greater in size, and
1½x more artillery, the Russian troops broke through the defense of the
Austrian Army under the command of the Archduke Fridrikh. On June
7th, the 8th Army (Commander, O. Kaledin), captured Lutsk, on June 18th,
the 9th Army (Commander, P. Lechytskyi) took Chernivtsi, and on August
11th, Stanislaviv.
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BATTLE OF LIMANOVA & LAPANOVA
In early December 1914, the 3rd and 4th Austro-Hungarian Armies in
south-east Krakiv defeated the 3rd and 8th Russian Armies and forced
them to retreat 60 kilometers from Krakiv, and depart 50 kilometers from
the western Carpathians. After the battle of Limanova, the advance of
the Russian troops to the western direction was finally halted, and the
challenge in crucial Austro-Hungarian regions was settled. In addition,
the outcome of the battle in Limanova was determined by maneuvers,
and therefore, was one of the least bloody battles.
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CARPATHIAN OPERATION
(February 1st - April 24th, 1915)
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THE SECOND GALICIAN BATTLE
On September 23rd, 1914, the Operation was carried out on the siege
of the Przemysl Fortress by the forces of the 5th and 3rd Russian Armies,
during which the Russians lost up to 20,000 men. The 8th Army began
moving to Verkhnii Sian to cover the Operation near Peremyshl from
the town of Duklia, and mountains in the eastern Carpathians. The
cavalry of the 8th Army began fighting in the Carpathians with the
aim of overtaking the region. On September 24th, 1914, the 2nd Kuban
Cossack Division occupied the Uzhotskyi Height and began to descend
to Hungary. This division did not gain strength and, therefore, in early
October was pushed out by the Austro-Hungarian army, and units of the
Hungarian militia.

In response to the the Russian South-Western Front plan to cross the
Carpathians into the territory of Hungary and withdraw Austria-Hungary
from the war, the Germans threw army units from eastern Prussia
and Serbia into the cities of Mukacheve and Uzhhorod, where a new
Southern Army was created (Commander, O. von Lizinhen), consisting
of six infantry divisions, three of which were German. From January
22nd-24th, the Austro-German troops launched an offensive against
the Russian 8th Army (Commander, O. Brusylov), towards Sambir and
Stryi with the aim of unblocking Peremyshl and make an attack on
Lviv. Under the onslaught, Russia's South-Western Front was forced to
withdraw its troops to the Dnister and Prut rivers. In February, on the
left flank of the Austro-Hungarian Eastern Front, the German 9th South
Army (Commander, A. Makenzen), was set up to attack Stanislaviv (now
Ivano-Frankivsk).
During March, the South-Western Front launched an offensive against
Budapest. The entire 8th Army, and the left flank of the 3rd Army,
conducted the battle. Despite attempts of the Austro-German troops
to unblock Peremyshl, on March 22nd the garrison, numbering 120,000,
capitulated. The troops of the 11th Russian Army, which carried out the
siege, were divided between the 8th and 3rd Armies, which then went on
the offensive. Harsh, bloody battles ensued, which ended inconclusively.

The offensive continued and the troops led by O. Briusylov captured
Volyn, Southern Galicia, Bukovyna, and again approached the
Carpathians. However, they were not supported by the other fronts’
armies, interruptions to ammunition had began, and they met a powerful
resistance thrown from the Western and Italian fronts of 34 divisions. In
mid-September, Russian troops stopped at the line: Zolochiv – Halych –
Stanislaviv – Vorokhta.
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Sławęcin, Gmina Skołyszyn, Jasło County, Podkarpackie Voivodeship

Throughout these operations the losses of the Austro-Hungarian Army
reached 1.5 million, and a loss of 500,000 Russian troops. The strategic
initiative passed to the troops of the Entente countries, and the German
command was forced to finally stop the attack on the French Verden and
move to a positional war. Italy was rescued from defeat, and Romania
was on the side of the Entente countries.
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KERENSKY OFFENSIVE 1917
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The offensive plan foresaw directing the main attack by the forces of the
11th and 7th Armies to Lviv, and supporting an attack of the 8th Army to
Kalush. The support of the offensive of the South-Western Front was to
provide active offensive actions of the Northern Front in the direction of
Kovno (now the city of Kaunas), the Western Front on Vilno (now the city
of Vilnius), and the Romanian Front on Fokshany, Dobrudzhu.
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During the Carpathian Operation, Russian troops lost 1 million men,
and Austro-Germany, 800,000. As the Carpathian Operation forced
Austria-Hungary and Germany to concentrate significant forces on the
Eastern Front, it enabled England and France to intensify their military
operations in other areas of hostilities.
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HORLITSE BREAKTHROUGH IN 1915
(THIRD GALICIAN BATTLE)
(May 2nd - June 23rd, 1915)
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Scheme of the Peremyshl Fortress
The Austro-Hungarian troops went on attack on September 29th,
1914, and on October 8th the 3rd Austrian Army broke the blockade of
Peremyshl. On October 11, 1914, there was the large-scale clash of
troops under Khyrivym, which was attended by 13 Austrian divisions

Horlitse break-through scheme

The offensive began on July 1, 1917, by the forces of the 11th and 7th
Armies, but in its course was unsuccessful and in two days became
bogged down. On July 6th, the 8th Army initiated the offensive and after
two days of fighting breached the defensive line, capturing Halych and
Kalush, and on July 13th went to Kropyvnyk Village on the Limnitsa river.
However, there were no combat effective units for the continuation of
the offensive due to the disintegration of the army by revolutionaries,
and the losses of the 8th Army were up to 40,000 troops.
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The publication “Great War memorial places in the Carpathian
region” was supported by the International Visegrad Fund within the
project “Great War: graves and historical memory”.
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